
 

© Copyright, 1989-1990 Catholic Scripture Study, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 

CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are 
provided for the personal use of students during their active participa-

tion and must not be loaned or given to others. 

 

SERIES IV 

 
 

THE PROPHETS AND REVELATION 
 
 

Lesson 9   Commentary  Isaiah 
Lesson 10  Questions       Zephaniah and Habakkuk 

 
 

Whom Shall I Send? 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Greatest of the Prophets. The book of 
Isaiah is one of the richest and most important 
books in the Old Testament. It has several appeals 
to readers of Holy Scripture, even the experts. It is 
not only prophecy, not only teaching on life, not 
only a history of the time, nor only masterful, in-
tense, and beautiful poetry, but it is a first account 
of Jesus’ life, as it were, 500 years before he 
came. 
 
I. THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 
 
 This long book contains sixty-six chapters. 
Today the amazing discoveries of documents, of 
buried cities, and the knowledge of languages of 
the ancient Middle East, reveal insights into Bib-
lical literature that were never known before. 
Scholars, with their linguistic and archaeological 
findings, now trace Isaiah’s own chapters as the 
first 39. In them however three chapters, 24-27, an 
apocalypse. are believed to be by a later disciple; 
the oracles in chapter 13 and 14, and the poems of 
33-35, are by disciples who followed his style and 
message closely. 
 
 Chapters 40-55 (called 2nd Isaiah or deutero-
Isaiah) are believed to be by an anonymous poet 

at the end of the Babylonian captivity, also an 
Isaiah follower. He is thought to be one of the fin-
est poets in literature. 
 
 Chapters 56-56 (third Isaiah or trito-Isaiah) 
are from a later period and written by other close 
disciples. They contain his spirit, and are a con-
tinuation of his work. 
 
 All of these are on the Isaiah scroll. The He-
brew scrolls that have been found are usually of 
the same length; to fill one up, other writings were 
added. The twelve minor prophets, for instance, 
fit exactly on the same scroll. This may have been 
the reason for the Isaiah scroll to be filled by his 
disciples adding material inspired by him or cop-
ies of his preaching or his oracles. 
 
 In 1947, two Bedouin boys throwing rocks in 
a cave for fun discovered the valuable Isaiah text 
of the centuries. When a rock hit an object like a 
jar, the boys scrambled down the opening and 
found some stone jars standing there. Rolls of 
something like paper, had lines of marking they 
did not know. Eventually the rolls were sold to an 
antique merchant and finally were shown to He-
brew scholars. The oldest copy of a book in the 
Bible had been found! It was the scroll of Isaiah, 
copied two hundred years before Christ. Before 
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1947, the earliest Isaiah text had been no earlier 
than nine centuries after Christ. 
 
 On it are the words “A voice cries: ‘In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord’” (Isaiah. 
40:3, in Mark 1:3). On this page, which is photo-
graphed in Bernard Anderson’s book on the old 
Testament, can be seen the scribal corrections, the 
sewing together of the parchment sheets, and the 
soiled outer side where the scroll was held by the 
readers. 
 
 Isaiah in the Liturgy.  The church’s cele-
brations of faith, through its long centuries’ de-
velopment, is drawn primarily from the scriptures 
and is fitted to what we call the Liturgical Year. 
This follows Jesus’ life and teaching, the Old Tes-
tament preparation for his coming, and the years 
following his Resurrection and Ascension. 
 
 There are four weeks of preparation for 
Christmas (oh how different modern merchants 
have made Advent to be: a huge buying and sell-
ing spree, the spiritual preparation lost in the 
rush). The Church’s Advent is rich in another 
way—the Sunday and daily Eucharists and the 
Divine Office bring in Isaiah’s literary beauty, so 
often admired by modern scholars. The church 
includes haunting prophecies of the Child to 
come, the God-with-us. the Long-awaited. There 
are at least thirty Isaiah passages regarding the 
coming of Christ in the Advent liturgy. Have you 
considered these values for you, for your growth 
in the Christ of Christmas. the Christ-mass, as 
Preparation for Christmas? Are your children part 
of the spiritual meaning and the excitement over 
the birthday of such a child? Do you have the 
“true value” today? 
 
II. THE CALL OF ISAIAH (Isaiah 6:1-13) 
 
 The prophet tells of his call in the sixth chap-
ter. The first five chapters are a rather “State of 
the Union” message that is meant to touch the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem, who were any-
thing but what the Lord wanted them to be. After 

these five chapters, he tells of God’s call to him to 
be His messenger to His people. Because the ex-
perience of his call resulted in an outpouring such 
as no other prophet gives us, we shall take the call 
first. 
 
 A. The Temple Vision (Isaiah 6:1-7, John 
12:40-41, Mark 4:12, Matthew 13:13-15, Revela-
tions 4:4-8). One day in the temple Isaiah “saw 
the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne.” That 
vision gave him a new understanding of two reali-
ties: 
 
 1. The majestic presence of the Being of God, 

the beauty and the reality of His gran-
deur. 

 2. The immense distance between this Al-
mighty Being and His creature, Isaiah. 

 
 He saw the celestial glory of God, the visible 
radiance from the throne, the robe, and above all, 
the vision of other beings, angels, exultantly sing-
ing a glad adoring cry - HOLY! HOLY! “HOLY 
is the LORD GOD OF HOSTS!” The seraphim, 
the highest order of angels (beings created as spir-
its like God, with intelligence and free wills) 
adored and reverenced their creator. We, too, ex-
claim this in the Eucharist, the majesty of God 
veiled in faith. How do we say the beautiful cry of 
the angels in the Mass—the Sanctus?   
 
 This is another hint of the Trinity—the triple 
cry of the angels. The Church has us exclaim this. 
I once heard an Anglican ordination and was 
struck by the congregation’s way of proclaiming 
this praise. Do we give God full voice here? Isai-
ah, however, cried out not so much with wonder 
as with fear and awe at his own lowliness before 
such a LORD and his mighty angels: “Woe is me! 
I am doomed!” (Isaiah 6:5), cried Isaiah. It was a 
common belief that to see the divine majesty 
could kill a poor mortal. 
 
 All the earth is filled with his glory!” sang out 
the Seraphim with their six (symbolic) wings. two 
veiling their faces at the blinding glory of God, 
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two covering their feet in modesty before God’s 
holiness and purity, and two extended as though 
ready for flight—as messengers and presences to 
earth (Isaiah 6:3). 
 
 “I am a man of unclean lips, living among a 
people of unclean lips, cried Isaiah” (Isaiah 6:5b). 
 
 Such a revelation, such a communication from 
God, from heaven, brings a tremendous realiza-
tion of our own being—of the earth, earthly with 
human and personal shortcomings, limitations and 
sins. The contrast brings a kind of humility 
learned in no other way. 
 
 “...yet my eyes have seen the KING, THE 
LORD OF HOSTS!” continues Isaiah. Immedi-
ately one of the seraphim flew to him with an em-
ber from the altar and touched his lips. “Now!” he 
said, “your sin is purged.” Could this happen to us 
in seeing God face to face?—if He wills this for 
someone, of course. But St. John of the Cross sees 
Purgatory (a belief of the Church) as a continua-
tion of the development of our union with God 
from where it was at death. He describes the pro-
cess of unitive prayer in his “Spiritual Canticle” 
(to understand this, we need the help of a compe-
tent spiritual director) (See also 2 Maccabees 
12:38-46). 
 
 The attention given to the purification of Isai-
ah’s lips focuses the situation upon the call from 
God soon to come. Now Isaiah’s whole heart is 
ready to serve God, who had captivated him. 
Again, reaching this state is part of prayer devel-
opment. 
 
 B. A Willing Messenger. “Whom shall I 
send? Who will go for us?” God said to his heav-
enly council. The “us” may also be a gentle hint at 
the three persons in one divine nature... 
 
 “Here I am! Send me!” cried Isaiah, now will-
ing to do anything for the great and glorious Be-
ing. We honor God greatly when we reach such 
an attitude, striving on as best as we can. 

 In the conversation that follows, God directs 
Isaiah to his own people, but he gives little prom-
ise of success. That deters Isaiah somewhat and he 
asks. “For how long?” And God reveals the whole 
terrible truth of a coming captivity for these peo-
ple, who will not accept “turning and being 
healed.” “Turning” is a word we use for changing 
course. Do we need “turning and being healed” 
(Isaiah 8:9-13)? 
 
 Though the people were insensitive to his 
messages, Isaiah, through his recorded prophecies 
and oracles has left to future generations a revela-
tion such as no other Old Testament book has giv-
en us. 
 
 Chapters 7 through 9:1-6 and chapters 11 and 
12 are the Emmanuel (God with us) prophecies, 
which we will leave for the Advent classes. We 
will go now through chapters 1-5, then touch on 
the oracles addressing the pagan nations, chapters 
13-23 and 28-39.   
 
ISAIAH; THE BOOK OF JUDGMENT 
 
III. JUDGMENT ON JUDAH AND JERUSA-
LEM (Isaiah 1-5) 
 
 A The Broken Covenant (Isaiah 1:1-10). 
In his next vision, Isaiah’s work begins. He hears 
the LORD lamenting: he hears a saddened God, if 
that is possible, in a poignant cry: “Sons have I 
raised and reared, but they have disowned me!” 
(Isaiah l:2b). 
 
 In the next verse Christian tradition has seen a 
reference to the birth of Jesus in a stable or cave: 
 

An ox knows its owner and an ass, its master’s 
manger; but Israel does not know (me), my 
people has not understood. (Isaiah 1:3) 

 
 Christ as Man-God experienced this treatment 
from most of his people. But the faith and the fire 
of the Apostles he had called and baptized with 
the Spirit on Pentecost have brought, in every age, 
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a Christian world who “knows” him. Do you 
know him or only know about him, as you do our 
president? How did the apostles learn to know 
him in a way that forever changed them? How can 
we learn to know him in this way? 
 
 As if to realize the connection between Isra-
el’s sins and the Savior’s death, Isaiah’s next 
words have been seen as describing the scourged 
body of Christ: 
 

From the sole of the foot to the head  
there is no sound spot;  
wound and welt and gaping gash,  
not drained or bandaged  
or eased with salve. (Isaiah 1:6) 

 
 And then the judgment comes upon these un-
faithful people whom God had chosen specially, 
but who are following the pagan nations’ igno-
rance of the true God. Their country will become 
as waste, their cities will be burnt down, their land 
devoured by strangers, and Jerusalem and Mt. Zi-
on left in the midst of its wasteland (Isaiah 1:27-
31). 
 
 Eventually, God’s judgment must come upon 
rampant sinfulness in his world, widespread 
breakdown in morals and society. Even nature 
rebels against such evil, and erupts in earthquakes, 
accidents, and storms… We live in such an Amer-
ica. Its freedom politically, its greatness, does not 
include freedom from evil, crime, divorce, family 
breakdown, sexual sins, all of which place it in the 
position of Israel in Isaiah’s time. Only God can 
free it. How developed is our witness to others 
concerning what we receive from our faith, our 
peace, etc.? 
 
 B. Religion Without a Heart (Isaiah 1:11-
16). In the next oracle the LORD describes the 
Judeans’ formalism in religion: going through the 
feasts, the temple worship and sacrifices, wit no 
effect on their sinful lives: “You may multiply 
your prayers: I shall not be listening. Wash your-
selves clean. Take your wrong-doing out of my 

sight” (Isaiah 1:15-16). What in our faith does Je-
sus give, to “Wash ourselves clean?” 
 
 Do we, does our Christian community, de-
serve the same judgment that God has recorded 
here? If so, Isaiah gives four short ways to live a 
life worthy of our faith. 
 

Cease doing evil; learn to do good,  
make justice your aim; redress the wronged,  
hear the orphans’ plea, defend the widow. 
(Isaiah 1:16-17, Malachi 3:5) 
 

 In our society, orphans and widows are not so 
defenseless. Who are those in our society that God 
expects us to find and help? These three lines of 
Isaiah are considered by literary scholars to be a 
poetic gem in its balance and beauty.  
 
 The description of what God requires for his 
blessing and approval is the cry of both John the 
Baptist and Jesus: “John proclaimed a baptism of 
repentance” (Mark. 1:4). Jesus began his public 
life with “Repent and believe in the Good News” 
(Mark. l:15). What God says through Isaiah, he 
says to us now as we read his words. Scripture is 
the word of God to each reader. Ask yourself qui-
etly and seriously: What does this say to me? Do I 
seek and find nourishment in the way I join the 
Eucharistic community in worship? Do I come 
early enough to prepare my heart and mind in qui-
et and peace?  
 
 But in our Christian community, there is more. 
We are “cleansed” by each offering of Jesus’ sac-
rifice in the Eucharist, by each Communion we 
receive, by the sacramentals, attentively and 
prayerfully used, by turning to God for for-
giveness and healing, and by such good actions in 
the family as prayer together. This comes to us 
unless we are in mortal (deadly) sin (one which is 
so grave a sin as to lose the presence of grace, of 
God’s union with us).  
 
 Yet, the power of the priesthood, commis-
sioned by Christ, is the most effective release 
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from sin, through contrition and absolution, in-
struction and counseling. Christ gave us, through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession);  our 
“ember” from God to cleanse our lips (Isaiah 6:6-
7, John 20:22-23). 
 
 C. God’s Love for Sinners (Isaiah. 1:18-
24). In Isaiah’s long first chapter are found oft-
quoted words about sinners and God’s love. Re-
call God’s words if we are discouraged:  
 

“Though your sins be like scarlet  
they may become white as snow;  
Though they may be crimson red,  
they may become white as wool.” (Isaiah. 
1:18) 

 
Isaiah’s original Hebrew ends these lines with po-
etic alliteration: Kashaim (scarlet); Kashideg 
(snow). 
 
 We find the word “adulteress” used for Jerusa-
lem, “once a faithful city” (Isaiah 1:21). Prophets 
used this term for those who were unfaithful to the 
Covenant that their forefathers, Abraham and Mo-
ses, made with God (Exodus 19:3-8). Instead, 
they worshipped idols of other nations. We do not 
worship man-made “gods” and carry them near 
us, make altars for them, etc. But do we have an 
idol in our life that we give attention to, serve? 
 
 D. God’s Promises to Zion (Isaiah 1:25-
31). The key verse of the book of Isaiah is con-
cisely given in this section, “Zion will be re-
deemed by judgment!” (a decision of God in order 
to correct them). He will allow other nations to 
subjugate them, then they will understand that this 
was prophesied and has come true because of 
their sins, and they will reform and come back to 
God. The verse continues, “and her repentant ones 
by justice” (meaning righteousness before God). 
Here the key word is “repentant” —that is what 
saves His people and turns their history around. 
 

IV. PROPHECIES AND PROMISES (Isaiah 
2-5) 
 
 A. Zion, the Messianic Capital (Isaiah 
2:1-5). Isaiah foretells the repentant Judah on Mt. 
Zion as bringing instruction to all nations, and 
ends with the oft-quoted lines on the peace that 
will result:  
 

They shall beat their swords into plowshares,  
and their spears into pruning hooks.  
One nation shall not train for war again (Isai-
ah. 2-4).   

 
 As this is written, the whole world has 
watched as though we were in the streets with 
hundreds of thousands of people of the Soviet sat-
ellites, all in solid unity (TV). We have seen their 
governments changed to democracy without a 
shot, without war or violence (except in one case 
of violence to the past ruler). Suddenly, peaceful 
cooperation began all over Europe, even in Rus-
sia; Communism, atheistic communism, was 
dead. We can believe that it is the fruit of millions 
of people all over the world who acted upon the 
reported request of the Virgin Mary in Yugosla-
via; people who fasted, prayed, made pilgrimages, 
all for that intention, as at Fatima, Portugal. An 
unseen ammunition for peace…, for reconciliation 
with God and all His people.   
 
 B. Judgments on Jerusalem (Isaiah. 
3:16-26, 32:9-13). Besides the rulers and priests, 
the proud and sinful leaders, the Lord also judges 
the women for their haughtiness, exaggerated fin-
ery, and hairdresses, (He promises baldness for 
this), while the poor went hungry and unclad. 
 
 C. The Messianic Branch (Isaiah 4:2-6)  
In the midst of such judgments is the short section 
on “The branch of the Lord” which “will bring 
luster and glory” to the survivors of Israel, the 
remnant, after the judgment that is coming (Isaiah 
4:2-4; 32:16-18) 
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 D. Song of the Vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7). 
Isaiah speaks of his “Friend” (God), who takes 
excellent care of the vineyard he has planted, only 
to find wild grapes. We get the impression that 
Isaiah is full of sympathy for the friend whom he 
loves. The vineyard image about God comes 
again from Jesus: “I am the  true vine and you are 
the branches. My father is the vine grower” (John 
15:1-7). Here, the vineyard, “is the house of Isra-
el”, his cherished plant. 
 
 E. Woe to the Unjust (Isaiah 5:8-25). The 
prophet predicts the result of the sins of the un-
just; woe to the decadent aristocracy, to those who 
have large holdings of land which they took from 
others, unjustly and contrary to Israelite traditions 
of small holdings; woe for the wasteland they 
cause; the false weights they use; for defrauding 
the people; woe to the drunkards, “champions at 
drinking wine and mixing strong drink” (Isaiah 
4:22), who then are “too befuddled to under-
stand,” and to those who are “harnessed to their 
sins.”   
 
 F. The Invasion (Isaiah 5:26-30). The cli-
max of these chapters on the infidelity and sins of 
the people of God will be an invasion to come. 
With vivid metaphor, Isaiah says God will “whis-
tle” to the hated and cruel conquerors, the Assyri-
ans; he will give them a “signal” to come, and 
speedily and promptly will they come” (Isaiah 
5:26), much as a parent calls his children down 
the block! These words tell us of the power and 
control God has of a people who know him not, 
who overran, subjugated, and enslaved even the 
Chosen People of the Creator of all—for his own 
were not willing to hear God’s pleas and heed His 
corrections. It is judgment that God, the supreme 
LORD, pronounces on them, and allows them the 
terrible experience of a lawless nation in complete 
control of them. But, a “remnant,” the “Anawim,” 
will survive, and then God will start over with 
them. The promised Savior will come from this 
remnant (Isaiah 10:20-22). 
 

 The Old Testament is often seen as picturing a 
punishing God. That is a small piece of the truth; 
we also see the caring, promising, pleading, 
watchful. encouraging, and powerful God, who 
again, and again, and still again, tries to save and 
sanctify his People. His judgment concerning 
them (and us), is to encourage our changing, our 
return to him. 
 
 The Old Testament is also seen as our story. It 
shows us the way we accept God; our backsliding 
and God’s new attempts. It is also the Church’s 
story as the People of God. The call, the infidelity, 
the saving, happens to each of us and to the whole 
of us as the Church goes through history, our God 
is a faithful God. Are each of us faithful—as the 
“Anawim” who kept the promise of the coming of 
Jesus for us? 
 
V. A SURE FOUNDATION (Isaiah. 8-9; 1-7, 
10, selections from chapters 13-23; 24-39)  
 
 A. Isaiah’s Sons and Disciples. One of 
Isaiah’s sons was named “Remnant” and another 
“Speedy Plunder” as though his prophecies were 
expressed also by his children (Isaiah 7:3, 8:1). As 
we saw in Amos’ and Hosea’s prophecies, there 
was a concentration of wealth in the hands of a 
few in Samaria (kingdom of Israel), which de-
stroyed the social order; the northern kingdom 
was soon to be overrun by Assyria (foretold by 
Isaiah in 8:7); but the King of the northern king-
dom tried to make an alliance with Syria, and to 
draw the southern kingdom, Judea, into it also. 
 
 B. God Sent Isaiah To King Ahaz In Je-
rusalem To Calm Him. “Take care to remain 
tranquil and do not fear; let not your courage fail 
before these two stumps....” (Isaiah 7:4). Ahaz, 
however, as so many of us, could not trust God, 
and appealed to Assyria for help. Ahaz would ra-
ther be “son and servant,” as he wrote, to the King 
of Assyria than to the invisible, all-powerful God. 
Ahaz even visited Damascus after the Assyrians 
defeated the kingdom there. Pleased with his wel-
come, and a bit envious of the beauty of an altar 
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there, he ordered it copied and placed in the Jeru-
salem temple of God, as though Assyria’s religion 
was equal to or greater than Yahweh (the Hebrew 
word for the God of Moses). Isaiah then an-
nounced the overthrow of even Assyria (Isaiah 
10:5-11, 14:24-26), for “God is with us!” (Em-
manuel 8:1-10). 
 
 Isaiah saw history as a stage for God’s work, 
where different acts took place in a long story of 
kingdoms and empires, each in center stage for a 
while, then vanishing; each with a divine design 
beyond the mists of the centuries. He recorded his 
messages from God and ordered the document 
folded and sealed and placed among his disciples 
(Isaiah 8:16- 20). It was these disciples who fin-
ished Isaiah’s scroll... 
 
 One of the most exciting stories from the Old 
Testament is that of the powerful Assyrian King 
besieging Jerusalem, his army surrounding its 
walls. King Hezekiah tore his garments, wrapped 
himself in sackcloth and sent for Isaiah. He re-
ceived a hopeful message from the prophet. “Do 
not be frightened by their words to you” (Isaiah 
37:6). Hezekiah went to the temple and prayed 
most earnestly. 
 
 That night, a strange pestilence began in the 
Assyrian camp, and struck down man after man. 
The next day, the army of Sennacherib lay dead (2 
Chronicles 32:21-22). Sennacherib returned to 
Nineveh shamed-faced. 
 
 Isaiah had an utter disregard for worldly pow-
er, military equipment, and wicked rulers with 
their alliances, considering them a denial of God’s 
power over history (Isaiah. 30:1-2). 
 
 We of the modern world have had no experi-
ence with a prophet like Isaiah, who appears be-
fore national leaders to warn and counsel in na-
tional defense and military alliances. Does God 
still expect such reliance upon him? One of our 
own presidents whose beautiful monument is in 

Washington, said something close to this: “I shall 
do the right, as God gives me to know the right.”   
 
 It is a challenge, it is hard, to live by faith. On-
ly in this way, however, can God operate as 
God—supreme over all other forces in our lives 
(Isaiah 26:11-15). We have heard how Isaiah and 
Hezekiah, led by Isaiah’s confident words from 
God, put their “foreign policy” under God’s ac-
tion, and waited. With this trust God can act in a 
wonderful manner. He is, as it were, obliged to. 
 
 C. Isaiah’s Mission to the Inner King-
dom.  The inner state of the people was God’s 
main concern. Within the Kingdom of Judah, an-
other enemy of God was working. Prosperity, 
crime, exploitation—of any class—of any obsta-
cle, was a weapon of the wealth-hungry class: 
“There is no end to their treasures!” wrote Isaiah 
(2:7). Judah is “filled with murderers, idols—
”They bow down to the work of their hands,” 
comments Isaiah, “soothsayers abound: so the an-
ger of the Lord is kindled against his people” 
(Isaiah 5:25) It is because of such evil among his 
people that Isaiah and the prophets wrote. 
 
 D The Future Zion. “Jacob shall take root, 
Israel shall sprout and blossom, covering all the 
world with its fruit” (Isaiah 27:6). 
 
 “I am laying a stone in Zion; a stone that has 
been tested. A precious cornerstone as a sure 
foundation; he who puts his faith in it shall not be 
shaken” (Isaiah. 28:16). “The stone which the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By 
the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our 
eyes” (Psalm 118; 22; Matthew 21:42-43; Acts 
4:8-12; Romans 9:32b-33 and 1 Peter 2:4-7). 
 
 “He who practices virtue and speaks honestly, 
closing his eyes lest he look on evil—he shall 
dwell on the heights, his stronghold shall be the 
rock fastness” (Isaiah 33:14-16). 
 
 “Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be 
strong, fear not! Here is your God; he comes with 
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vindication; with divine recompense he comes to 
save you. Then will the eyes of the blind be 
opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will 
the lame leap like a stag!” All of these foretell Je-
sus, Son of David, the Messiah born in Bethle-
hem. 
 
 The last two chapters of Isaiah’s book of 
Judgment are an appendix that is also in II Kings 
18:13-20:19. It has been found also in the cunei-
form inscription of Sennacherib, the king of As-
syria, unearthed in modern times. 
 
 Assyria was soon conquered by Babylonia, the 
next great empire. Yet, there is one more Assyrian 
king, Sennacherib’s grandson, who left the world 
a service that scholars are much grateful for. He 
ordered the transcription of the masterpieces of 
Akkadian literature, including the Babylonian 
Creation story: he commissioned the production 
of dictionaries and grammars of the various lan-
guages which were spoken in his colossal empire. 
The library which he built up in Nineveh was the 
largest and most important in the Ancient East. 
Without it, we would have been quite poor in our 
knowledge of the thought and literature of the 
“Fertile Crescent.” Yet, this too, is nothing beside 
the Bible’s poet prophet, Isaiah, and the God he 
served. 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
 The people that God chose and “tended to” 
failed again and again, but we marvel at the nev-
er-ending efforts of God to bring his knowledge 
and worship back, until his Son was born of this 
people. And when we think of God’s reason to 
bring these people to the point of Mary’s birth, 
and to the point of the coming of her son Jesus, 
the Son of God, we must praise, thank, and be full 
of confidence, utter trust in the Love of such a 
God, who wants to be called, “Our Father.” 
 
VI. ORACLES AGAINST THE PAGAN NA-
TION (Isaiah 13-23) 
 

 God’s Supreme Power Acts in the Na-
tions. Beginning with Babylon, which finally 
conquers and punishes Assyria, each nation is ad-
dressed and its just due prescribed by God 
through Isaiah. 
 
1. Babylon: “Everyone caught (by invaders) will 
be run through, infants dashed to pieces” (Isaiah 
13:15-16). The King of Babylon: “How you are 
cut down to the ground, you who mowed down 
the nations!” (Isaiah 14:12b). 
 
2. Moab: “Laid waste in a night; the waters a 
waste; the grass withered, the people uttering 
rending cries, wailing” (Isaiah 15:1,5-6) 
 
3. Damascus:  “Forever abandoned; laid waste.” 
 
4. Ethiopia: “They shall be left to the mountain 
birds of prey” (Isaiah 18:6). 
 
5. Egypt: “I shall rouse Egypt against Egypt, 
neighbor against neighbor” (Isaiah 19:2). 
 
6. Babylon: The great city receives another judg-
ment; it will become a wasteland by river (Isaiah 
21:1). It truly disappeared from history until mod-
ern archaeologists began digging and have re-
vealed its ruins to us. 
 
VII THE JUDGMENT UPON SAMARIA AND 
JUDA (Isaiah 28-39) 
 
 A. Samaria (Isaiah 28:1-6).  “Woe to the ma-
jestic garland of the drunkard Ephraim! stumbling 
from strong drink!” (Isaiah 28:1). Ephraim, the 
son of Joseph, and head of a tribe, had many de-
scendants in the land of the northern tribes. Ulti-
mately, these ten tribes were called “Ephraim.” 
 
 After their fall into sin after sin and being tak-
en into captivity by the Assyrians there will be a 
remnant who will “keep my name holy; they shall 
reverence the Holy One of Jacob and be in awe of 
God” (Isaiah 29:23). 
 



Series IV Lesson 9  
Page 9 

 

 B. Judah (Isaiah 28:7-32).  Strong drink was 
also a custom in Judah; even priests and prophets 
attend such parties. Isaiah says to them: “When 
the overwhelming scourge passes, you shall be 
trampled by it” (Isaiah 28:18b). Siege works will 
be set against Jerusalem...”Prostrate, you shall 
speak from the earth” (Isaiah 29:4). But the terror 
and degradation will be followed by the Lord’s 
redemption and “the lowly will ever find joy in 
the Lord” (Isaiah 29:19). 
 
 In the midst of some of these chapters about 
the coming doom are important and “happy” pas-
sages such as...   
 

“See, I am laying a stone in Zion...a precious 
cornerstone as a sure foundation; he who puts 
his faith in it shall not be shaken.” The apos-
tles saw Jesus as the fulfillment of this proph-
ecy (Isaiah 28:16). 
 
“The lowly will ever find joy in the Lord, and 
the poor rejoice in the Holy One of Israel” 
(Isaiah 29:19). 
 
Thus says the Lord God, “By waiting and by 
calm you shall be saved, in quiet and in trust 
your strength lies” (Isaiah 30:15). 

 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR  LESSON 10  
Zephaniah and  Habakkuk 

 
Day 1  Read the notes. 
  a. What interested you? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Share a verse or more in Isaiah and explain what it said to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Habakkuk (Ha·bak·kuk) 1-2. 
  a. How is Habakkuk different from all other prophets? (Habakkuk 1:2-4; 13-17). 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. In Habakkuk 2:6-20, list some sins of these men and their result. 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3  Read Habakkuk’s song in chapter 3 (Joshua 10:12). 
  a. What lines speak to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. In Habakkuk 3:19c what can this line mean for us? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4  Read Zephaniah 1. 
  a. Give some just results promised to the wicked. 
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  b. Does the Lord tell when “that day” will come? What is wise about this? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. What then should we do? Read Matthew 24:3-14, 36-44. 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5  Read Zephaniah 2. 
  a. Quote verses that speak of the good people. 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Will all nations have a “Day of Doom”, a day of Judgment? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. What will be the “Day of the Lord” (Matthew 24:31-46)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Zephaniah 3. 
  a. In the prophet’s messages from God what pattern does God seem to use? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. When were Zephaniah 3:15b-18 fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. What is “Zion,” “Israel,” “Jerusalem” for Jews now? For Christians? 


